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The proper method of starting an automobile 
is no trick at all! JUST TURN THE KEY... 


and the proper method to be first on the scene with automobile facts and figures is by 
reading any of the PETERSEN PUBLISHING COMPANY automotive magazines... facts, 
photos, complete coverage ... from the Salt Flats of Bonneville to the finest in custom 
ideas. Each issue of each magazine is a veritable gold mine of top rate information and just 
plain enjoyable reading. Whatever your interests are in the automotive world you'll find a 
PETERSEN PUBLICATION tailor made for you. 


Published by PETERSEN PUBLISHING COMPANY, publishers of HOT ROD, 
MOTOR TREND, MOTOR LIFE, CAR CRAFT, SPORTS CAR GRAPHIC, 
ROD & CUSTOM, KART MAGAZINE, POWER BOAT, GUNS & AMMO and "TEEN, 
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sixth issue of our ninth yer OCTOBER 1961 


the little gem has plenty of appeal in 
this age. Mode! builders will rejoice 

in details of how to construct a scale 
miniature of this hauler, shown on 

p. 34-36. Our top corner inset leads into 
a timely subject— Bonneville, with a 
Chrysler-engined Stude on the starting 
line. Inset below are the Go and Show 
of things; the blown Chevy mill in 
Hostetter and Carruthers’ rail and Joe 
Collins’ mighty prettily painted '55 
Thunderbird, pleasantly customized. 
Art by Don Jolley; Bonneville photo by 
Lynn Wineland; Dragster shot by Dave 
Cunningham; ‘Bird by Neal East. 








ROBERT E. PETERSEN 





publisher 


16 NOT for GREENHORNS 





LEE RYAN general manager when talk arises about tough motorcycle 
, runs the conversation will inevitab' 
WALLY PARKS editorial director include the grueling greenhorn 
AL ISAACS cover art director a weodey grind out california way that 
A. M. BENEDICT advertising director annually takes the hardiest riders on 
HERB METCALF circulation manager phe hy torture test... 
JACK PRESTON production manager 
BOB D’OLIVO photo lab manager 30 DART for the DRAGS 


LYNN WINELAND 
NEAL EAST 

LES RITCHEY 
DOANE SPENCER 
MARGIE McGINNIS 
TOM UHLER 


editor 

associate editor 
technical editor 
technical editor 
editorial assistant 
graphics director 


options available from the factory add up 
to a mighty easily built drag machine 
with all the capabilities of winning. 

all you have to do is pick 'em and your 
dealer delivers your dragster. 


42 LURE of the SALT 


why bonneville? what brings men back 
year after year to run on the hard-packed 


D. SCHARFENBERG production salt? aes r pa ot ovehiton in ‘ 
rE several n ightaway cars an 
DON WATKINS advertising manager a rundown of the classes that permit 
BOB GOTO ad production 


a wide scope of chassis and 
engine possibilities. 











5 THE STARTING LINE — by the editor 
6 OUR READERS WRITE — or wrong 
10 AUTOMART more goodies from the shopping bag 
14 SACTO SCREAMER alifornia’s capital city issues forth a really hot one 
20 CANDY ‘BIRD mild customizing set off by incandescent red paint make this a winner 
22 CAD LENSES GO WIDE TRACK barris’ detroit division devises taillight swap for pontiac 
24 THE FLEA — by Bug Engineering testing a yamaha powered and geared mini-bike 
26 OFF THE SKETCHPAD pencil restyling for the popular '59 and up Chevy/GMC pickup 
34 EARLY DAYS RANCHERO progress report on don jolley’s ‘29 truck plus a model how-to 
37 ROTH RESTYLES REVELL’S HO’s announcing a new 7-in-1 kit with custom tips from R&C 
38 S-T-R-E-T-C-H THAT FRAME electric model racing using universal chassis 
40 HUBLEY’S METAL MODEL A scale modeling in metal offers new possibilities 
41 ONE OF THE GROUP when the gang starts customizing '58 impalas, it’s the thing to do 
47 BARGAIN BOX any old rags, bones, bottles, '32 roadster bodies today? 
48 TECH SPECS chief probiem solver les ritchey answers readers’ technica! questions 
50 BENCH SESSION doane spencer dissertates on the upcoming bonneville speed trials 
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HE STARTING LINE this month is a static line. The 

shot above shows the static line just before it opens the 
chute on your editor’s back, 2500 ft. above the deck. Our 
somewhat off-beat comparison of sport parachuting and drag 
machines in the last issue evoked a chain reaction here at 
the magazine; art editor Tom Uhler starting the whole thing 
off by being the first staffer to hit the silk. Intrigued while 
doing the layout of the story, Tom decided to give it a try. 
Artist Tom Daniel, this writer and men and gals of other 
magazines here are now at it. See what we started? 






Swinging a mean 
pen in the first seve- 
ral big issues of 
R&C, artist Sharon 
Rotsch (left) has 
been the recipient of 
a lot of fan mail be- 
cause of her excel- 
lent sketches, We 
predict a greater 
amount for the 
green-eyed gal now 
that we’re revealing 
she has more than 
2 just talent. Sharon 

y ML aa will be at Bonneville 
this year, pen in hand, and we expect to run more of her 
work in the coverage of that meet. Recently she’s been in 
demand to do drawings and water colors from photos of indi- 
viduals’ cars. If you’re in the market for a fine illustration 
of your pride and joy, write Sharon c/o R&C and we'll see 
she gets ‘em. The cost is reasonable at $25-$100, depending 
on the detail, size and medium you want. 


As we go to press, R&C’s well-known and well-received 
1961 Tiny Bear Run has just been concluded, The same 
thrilling and enjoyable qualities as our first event last year 
were again in evidence. A big, round ball was had by all 
concerned and yet another successful mini-bike event went 
into the history books of this fast-rising pastime. A full 
report will be found in our next, November, issue. There’s lots 
doing in the upcoming issue...and all future issues. We 
invite your attention to the scene at the right... your assur- 
ance of being ‘on hand’ to take part in the doings, 


(yan wineland 
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INSIDE STORYI!I! 
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SLAUSON DEPT 
Marwood CaliF 
a wallet size photo of 
ROTHS BEATNIK BANDIT 
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For KART and 
CYCLE 
> Clubs 
WRITE FOR 
FREE BROCHURE 


1 Available in washable Cotton or Skin- 
: « ner Satin. Left side zipper — All sizes. 


Your club colors and letters included. 







Specifically 
designed 
Our styling, lettering and emblem de- 
signs are the finest in the Nation. 


FREE LITERATURE © T-SHIRTS 


° EMBLEMS 
© JACKETS 
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UPCOMING CAR SHOW 
We are writing to give you the follow- 
ing information about our car show: 
Oct. 21-22, Clifton, N. J. Rod and Cus- 
tom Show. Sponsored by the lake- 
land Modifiers, at Fette Ford, Bloom- 
field Ave., Clifton, N.J., off S-3 
Cirele, For further information, con- 
tact Johnny Bosland, c/o Lakeland 
Modifiers, 90 Union Blvd., Totowa 
Boro, N. J. 
Thank you for your time and con- 
sideration. 


William Sperry, Jr. Totowa Boro, N. J. 
GROWING PAINS 
My friend and I think we are a pair 
of average boys for the age of fourteen. 
We seem to both have the same interest 
in the things we do. We like girls, 
dances, model cars but most of all hot 
rods. We have been collecting hot rod 
books for about one and a half years 
now of all kinds. We have been getting 
Rod & Custom steadily for about one 
year previous to the August edition. 
Your magazines have proved to be one 
of the top for information with rod- 
ding. However, when we read that your 
magazine was doubling in size we 
expected something great. On Friday, 
June 23, we bought your magazine from 
our favorite store. Upon reading it we 
were greatly disappointed. The first 
fifteen pages are all advertisements; you 
show a few rods, one demonstration in 
customizing and about four stories on 
various articles that took up most of 
your book. 
Jim Kelley, Jim McDonnell 
Middle Village, N. Y. 


© We are sorry that our first large-size issue 
didn't meet your expectations, Jim and Jim. lt 
is possible that the size fooled you though be- 
cause if you check our earlier, small issves, you 
will find that usually the first 17-19 pages have 
advertisements, Automart (new products for you), 
and letters (where yours now appears). We hope 
you will stick with us and become more accus- 
tomed to the new size because there are lots 
of good things coming up. 


RENEWS OUR FAITH 

We feel compelled to write in refer- 
ence to your Editorial of May, 1961 Rod 
& Custom. You state “somewhere along 
the line the concentration on worthwhile 
activities of the car clubs took a back 
seat. The desired result had been 
achieved and it was no longer manda- 
tory to place the emphasis on good 
public relations.” In contradiction to 





OUR READERS 
write or wrong 


this statement please find enclosed a 
newspaper clipping which appeared in 
an area newspaper on March 25, 1961. 
This member, along with all other mem- 
bers, believes in good public relations 
above all. Club members stop to help 
stranded motorists whenever possible, 
and have gone out of their way to assist 
the adult public, This was originally 
done to obtain recognition, and once 
obtained, we continued to be of assis- 
tance, There are many other clubs in the 
area, and probably in the nation, who 
embrace the same principles. 

Joseph Coulon Chariots of 
Rutherford, N. J. 


@ Thanks for writing, Joe, and letting us know 
that your club has not lost sight of an import- 
ant part of the reason for its existence. We 
hope that some of those who have lost that 
vision will take a lesson from your club. 


PEARL WAGON 

Enclosed are pictures of my ’40 Ford 
pickup “Pearl Wagon”. I have painted 
it Mother of Pearl and it is chopped 6”, 
has 49 Plymouth bumpers, 47 Chevy 
taillights, twin spots and chrome stacks. 
It is powered by a bored ’48 Merc with 
a Zephyr trans. 

The interior is done in blue and white 
pleated Naugahyde. Inside the box is 
finished in mahogany and covering the 
box is pleated white Naugahyde. 





My ’40 has been in two shows and 
placed 2nd both times, I have plans for 
a custom shop in the near future, and 
I have just purchased a ’49 Mere which 
I plan to chop and hop up. I hope to 
make it a real radical. 

I hope my °40 rates a spot in your 
magazine. 
Richard Burnside Marengo, Illinois 

BRING ON THE BANDIT 

I’m writing this letter in defense of 
Mr. Roth. In your August edition you 
printed a letter by Mike Norris of Albu- 
querque, New Mexico. In my opinion 








ONE OF FLORIDA'S FAVORITE SONS 
I am a reader of your magazine and 
would greatly appreciate having my 
semi-custom appear in either of your 
magazines. 


My car is a 1954 Studebaker Com- 
mander two-door, decked, nosed and 
painted Mediterranean Blue. The inside 
is a rolled and pleated Naugahyde with 
a light touch of pin striping on the 
dash. I am running a 1959 Electra Buick 
mill with a beefed-up triple turbine 


Z - oe 





Dynaflow transmission. I used the 
Dynaflow not only for comfort of driv- 
ing, but because the original transmis- 
sion was automatic, I made the caps to 
set off the car just enough. I don’t think 
they are original, but they are in this 
city. 
In the future I am considering a mild 
striping job on the sides and fender 
wells. 

J. Stockfisch Pensacola, Florida 
FUNNY BUSINESS 

Wow! The new bigger Rod & Custom 
is great, but I’m with Arin Cee in your 
August issue that came out in June. 
I like the old size better, At least I 
could hide that in a book. I guess I 
could put it in my notebook, but that’s 
full of Car Craft issues ever since they 
went BIG, and it’s going to look kind 
of funny carrying two notebooks around 
all day. “The Juciest Car in Town” is 
too true to be funny. What can I do?? 
I’m really desperate. Don’t worry; I'll 
still keep buying your great mag. 

I liked your article on Draggin’ in 
Miniature, but I think I have something 
that’s one step better. It’s my Scalec- 
tric sports car race set. It works on the 
same principle as the Dragsters, but 
with curves, corners, obstacles, hills, 

continved on p. 12 


BUILD ME ! 





Classic Model “A" Ford Station 
Wagon. 8” long. Over 60 parts in 
perfect 1/20th scale. 


a new, precisely scaled Model ‘‘A"’ sr Car 


You'll appreciate the steering action, removable hood, detailed 
engine and running gear, the close attention paid to classic fea- 
tures. All die cast in durable metal for perfect fit and screwdriver 
assembly. No glue! Kit contains: body, chassis, running gear, 
engine, steering mechanism, rubber tires, plastic seats, acces- 
sories, screws, customizing decals, file, clear instructions. Finish 
with brush or spray paint and you've got a lasting metal master- 


piece! There’s nothing like it! 


about $3.49 at Hobby Outlets 


only by Pilubley 





Model A Roadster Model A Phaeton 





Model A Pickup Truck Model A Town Sedan 


THE HUBLEY MANUFACTURING COMPANY, LANCASTER, PA. 








Jersey 
Phone Ki. 5-0311 
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racing “stick” 
tires, moon discs, tuned exhaust stacks, lowered 
engine 











FREE Membership in CAPTAIN HAWK'S “Technical 
News and Model Socie' . . write today. 
Send 10¢ for full catalog oF see your dealer. 




















BALDY HUB CAPS 

yy towesr . and the cost is 
1 Blend perfectly with 

ta”, 16” wheels. Triple 
4 Piated. Easily installed over 
lar hub cap mounting bumps. 

Fit Ford, G.M. cars and Cervels. 
through 1961. Set of 4 enly $9 95. 
“(NSTANT-CHROME” plate 














NEW anything. Sensational inven 

eaming surface eas 

CHROME ly applied to rusty bump 

KITS . trim, plumbing fixtures, 

need to remove 

$4.95 trim for replating. Only 
4.95 complete. 





@ ACCESSORIES 
Air Cleaners in latest style French 
~ Louver design. each $2.95 

Oil Breather Caps packed with 14 


Regu'ater Covers your “Chrome 
engine.” Fit <8) *eord-Mere, G.M. 
thers. $1.39. 
¥ duty mesh. For most cars. Each $1. 
State make and year of car on order. 





cars and o! 









































Calif. residents add 4% sales tax. 





Wt Setr Aa OvGe tHe Teste 











E. Beverly Bivd., Dept. RC-18, Les Angeles 22, Cal.) 








Every do-it-yourselfer now has the chance 

to turn professional and save himself some 
knuckle-busting at the same time — by 
picking up an inexpensive can of Solvo-Rust on 
the next visit to the local gasoline station. 

lt has long been a mechanic's favorite for 
use on muffiers, tail pipes, cylinder 

heads, king pins, stuck valve guides, brake 
cables, manifold nuts and the like. 

Many a man has found it invaluable at 
license plate changing time. Now, any 
motorist can buy Solvo-Rust, packaged in a 
handy three-ounce size, to carry in the 

trunk or glove compartment and can obtain 
another can to take home for maintenance. of 
power mowers, bicycles, tools, guns, fishing 
rods, screen door hinges and a host 

of other household applications. 





North American Clutch Corporation enneunces 
the introduction of its lusive, p 

“NORAM 3 in 1” all-metal clutch with 

automatic starter button for push starts. 

The all-metal “NORAM 3 in 1" clutch has 3 

positions called (1) Subtractive High Torque; 

(2) Straight Centrifugal; and 

(3) High Torque. As a result, fewer sprocket 

sizes are needed. The 3 position clutch 

actually gives you 3 clutch combinations with 

every sprocket size, and makes the 

“NORAM 3 in 1" ideal for almost any track. 

Handles % to 15 h.p. engines with engaging 

speeds of 800-4500 rpm. Engine speed 

to 15,000 rpm. This new automatic centrifugal 





clutch is the answer to longer clutch life, . — 


less repair and greater control for 

today's auto racing and karting. “NORAM 
3 in 1" clutch is priced at $13.95, with 
automatic starter $3.00 additional. 
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roller cam kit substantially increases 
horsepower, torque and acceeration. Slower 
cam speed reduces valve float, wear and 
noise. So important is the development of the 
Schaller 4 speed double-iobe cam that 

it has been granted a basic U.S. patent. 
The 4 speed double-lobe, steel billet, roller 
comshaft kit includes silent timing gears, 
Precision distributor, drop-in straddie-lobe 
roller lifters, timing gear and 


housing 
cover. The heavy duty distributor is made and 
tested for high rpm output. Kits now 
available for Chevrolet 265, 283, 348 & 409, 
Lincoln 430; Ford 352 ('58-'61); Competition 
Oldsmobile. Complete roller kit... 


$395.00. 





Micro Manufacturing, Inc., Tulsa, Oklahoma, 
manufacturers of Micro Cycles, announces 

an advanced designed Mini Bike, the 
“Rebel”. It features swinging orm rear 
suspension and telescoping front fork. A large 
capacity continental styled gas tank and 
swept back Naugahyde deep foam seat add 
styling and riding comfort. Powered by 

the new series AH580 Tecumseh 

Power Products engine, combined with a 
Mercury automatic clutch and interchangeable 
rear drive sprocket, provides lightning 
acceleration. Three dels in ail plete the 
Micro Cycle line ranging from 3 to 6 h.p. 

For additional information contact 

Micro Manufacturing, Inc., 208 South Norfolk, 
Tulsa, Oklahoma. 



























































will give lasting insurance for extended 
engine life by filtering out 99+ % of the 
damaging air impurities. This newest 
development in air filters not only assures 
improved performance but imparts a lasting 
beauty due to its gleaming chrome-plated 
steel bonnet, and gives a distinctive 

custom appearance to your engine. Available 
through your dealer or write for free 
brochure to: STELLING & HELLINGS CO., 
2800 W. Burbank Bivd., Dept. RC, 
Burbank, California. 

















The famous No-Name valve covers by Moon are 
now available for the new 348 inch and 409 
inch Chevrolet V8 engines. Highly polished 

and deeply finned, these valve covers help 
to dampen valve noises and add greatly to 
the beauty of your engine. Price is $45.50 
per pair. Also available bre valve covers 

for all other popular makes of engines at 
$39.50 per pair. Moon Equipment Company, 

10820 S. Norwalk Bivd., Santa Fe Springs, Calif. 





The newest catalog just issued by 

J. C. Whitney & Co. contains the most 
complete selection of parts and accessories for 
1961 automobiles available to the 

general public via a catalog. In this 356-page 
catalog there are more than 100,000 items 
for all makes and models of standard 
American cars and trucks — the world's most 
complete line of avtomotive products — 
including accessories and parts for the 

new compact models plus new parts and 
accessories for sports and foreign cars never 
before offered. The Whitney catalog 

also presents the largest selection of mufflers 
and seat covers offered by any company. 
Another section features a vast line of 
Hollywood and Custom Equipment and Hi-Speed 
parts for hot rods, drag racers and custom 
cars. For your copy, send 25¢, refunded 

with first $5.00 order, to: J. C. Whitney & Co., 
1917-19 Archer Ave., Chicago 16, Ill. 








45 safety grips make this new, all-steel 
wheel a real grabber. 8 & A Plastics 

Co., Inc., have satin plated all exposed 
steel parts and a black or ivory automotive 
plastic covers the grip area. Fits shafts from 
%” to 1” with special sizes available. 
Ideal for go karts, midgets, dragsters and 
other small vehicles including lift trucks, 
machines, tractors and golf buggies. Retails at 
$6150 each. For quantity prices write . . . 
Safe Race Wheel Co. (distributors), 

340 Main street, Worcester, Massachusetts. 
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TALOG COUPON 
SEND 25¢ TO COVER MAILING. AND HAN. 
DLING FOR NEW 1961 MAIL ORDER DISCOUNT 
CATALOG. BETTER THAN EVER. EACH CATA- 
LOG CONTAINS $1.00 FREE CERTIFICATE. 



































helmet, arc toren ’ holders, flux, 
jon book. PULA. YEAR @"ARANTES. 10 day money 


electrode rods, cables, 











CADMIUM INSERTS, Ford & Merc 39-48 — oll 
sizes. 8/Gre & Pinions for Medel “A’’ to 
1948 Ford. Send 50¢ for 1961 catalog. Return- 











able first purchose 
AUTO 1300 Venice sive. 
B&H nas foo 























COMING 
ATTRACTION 
BASICS OF IGNITION 
ENGINEERING —Part 1 


NOVEMBER R&C 
On Sale — Sept. 25th 





continued from p. 7 


speed controllers for each Grand Prix 
Ferrari and all kinds of interesting jazz. 
They are imported from England and 
can be bought for $25 to $75 from Auto 
World in Scranton, Pa. 

When are we going to hear about 


Jolley’s pickup that you gave him be- 


cause he was forever drawing them? 
I really like his cartoons, Henning’s 
stories, Arin Cee, and Kohler’s Fables. 
As far as I’m concerned, you have the 
best comic book on the stands. Keep up 
the good — work? ?? 

I think my first paragraph states the 
problem of hundreds of your readers, 
so now that you’ve had your little fun, 
HOW ’BOUT GETTIN’ LITTLE 
AGAIN? PLEASE! 


Robert Lichty Akron, Ohio 


@ There is a saying around our office to the 
effect that “nobody has as much fun as Rod & 
Custom”. We like to pass the fun on to you 
whenever we can. 

We believe you'll find the answer about 
Jolley's truck in this issue. Watch for the “roll. 
ing telephone booth" to appear in his illystra- 
tions, It has become a subtle trademark with 
him. 


HENRY'S FINEST FORD 

For some time I’ve been keeping your 
monthly publication in my rack along 
with other Petersen publications. I 
would like very much to see a picture 
of one of the enclosed cars which I 
owned... 

The car is 1958 Ford Torch Red, has 
87 Ford club coupe seats for firmness, 
89 Ford transmission; it also has 4.44 
rear end turning 7.60 x 15 Atlas rubber. 
The front end mounts 6.70 x 15 Dunlops. 

The engine is a stock 48 Mercury 
flathead. It runs the usual flathead 
goodies, so I won’t go into it. The coupe 
features tinted glass, filled deck and 
hood, Also the cowl vent was sealed, It 
retains origina] ’40 Ford Philco push- 
button radio with a rear mounted 
antenna. 

I owned the car for almost 6 years 


é Og OE 
built, and 
Fords. 

I enjoyed your new size very much. 
The cartoon stories are tops. I only hope 
my car rates a spot in your fine mag. 
Millard Young Charleston AFB, S.C. 


YELLING FOR OLD YALLER 

What is with this guy B. J. McKee in 
the letters column in the August issue? 
He sits there and yells out the Buicks 
for around 320 words without taking 
note of the famous “Old Yaller Mark I”. 

Just to set the record straight, “Old 

Yaller” is famous for two reasons: It 
was the ugliest special to ever win a 
race, and it won more races than any 
other single car in history. Check me, 
man, 
Further, so far as I know, for the 
majority of its races it was Buick 
powered. It was originally built by Dick 
Morgenson of Phoenix, Arizona, then 
bought by Eric Hauser and driven by 
Max Balchowski. How’s that for racing 
glories? 

As for use on the street, a friend of 
mine has a ’42 Buick straight-eight that 
runs fine, still has the original coat of 
paint, and doesn’t give him any engine 
gripe. It’s got the origina! mill, un- 
reworked. 

And just as an afterthought, I don’t 
own a Buick; I prefer cycles. 


George Johnson St. Petersburg, Fla. 





International Rod-O-Rama 
Great Western Livestock Bidg. 
los Angeles, Calif. Dec. 26-Jan 3, '62 


Detroit, Mich. Jan 5-7, '62 


San Mateo Red & Custom Car Show 
San Mateo Fairgrounds 
San Mateo, Calif. Jan 5-7 (Rotar #2) 


Red Custom Cer Show 


Orange Show Fairgrounds 
Sen Bernardino, Calif. Jan 31-Feb. 4, '62 


Red & Custom Autocade 
Sacramento Fair Grounds 
Sacromento, Calif. Feb. 3-12, ‘62 


Fresno, Calif. Mar. 8-11, '62 





ROTAR SHOW SCHEDULE 


Custom Cer & Beat Show 
Yubo-Sutter Fair Grounds ‘ 
Marysville, Calif. Mar. 23-26, "62 


Rod & Custom Car Show 
Pima County Fairgrounds 
Tucson, Ariz. Apr. 20-22, '62 


Rod & Custom Car Show 
Fairgrounds 
Phoenix, Ariz. Apr. 28-May 1, ‘62 


Rod & Custom Car Show 
Hunt Armory 
Las Vegas, Nev. May 4-6, '62 
Southwestern Championships Car Show 
Civic Auditorium 

Albuquerque,N.M. June 11-13, '62 


Central ips Car Show 
Amarillo Stote Fair Grounds 
Amarillo, Tex. Aug. 24-26, '62 






see & xe 


Dragmaster Company has available for 
immediate delivery this new Twin engine 
adapter. Exact duplicate of their “Best 
Engineered Award" winning car “Two Thing” 
adapter. Locates the engines in the 

correct position with each other and in the 
correct location for the necessary dual ring 
gear flywheel set up. Simple installation 
requires no major changes to the engines or 
the component parts. Priced at $150.00 
complete with front of engines coupling plate. 
For information, write: Dragmaster Co., 

2725 State Street, Carisbad, California. 





The dry type, non-staining lubricant and 
waterproofer manufactured by H. Forsberg 
Company, 5103 Lakeside Avenue, Cleveland 14, 
Ohio, is now being marketed under the 
tradename of E-Z-FREE, formerly known as 
E-Z-GLIDE. Since E-Z-FREE is unaffected by heat 
or cold, it will not congeal when cold, nor 
thin-out when hot and is therefore recommended 
for the lubrication of delicate mechanisms. 

it has no oil base, so there can be no grease 
penetration on expensive wood surfaces, 
fabrics and leathers. The manufacturer states 
that E-Z-FREE may be used as a water repellent 
on cloth or leather without changing the 

color or spotting the surface. E-Z-FREE is 
packaged in 6 oz. and 16 oz. spray containers 
selling respectively at $1.59 and $3.59 
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A fiat base is one of many unique features 
of a new %-inch electric drill which has been 
introduced by the Disston Division of the 

H. K. Porter Company, inc. The handyman 

will find the flat base extremely useful because 
it serves as a guide for more accurate 

drilling and also simplifies bit changing. 

In addition, it prevents the bit from scratching 
polished surfaces when not in use. The 

three ampere motor of this drill, known as the 
“Dirk,” is at right angles to the drilling axis. 
The pistol grip is large enough so the 
operator can get a good steady hold with his 
four fingers and thumb. The trigger switch 

is operated with the index finger. 





Here's a thrilling new way to travel for the 
adventurous hunter or fisherman. Called the 
“Porterville Packer,” this powerful, peppy little 
120 Ib. cycle enables you to reach remote 
areas of mountains and forests where the 
hunting and fishing are really great. It's capable 
of climbing up 45% grades, cover rugged 
terrain, and carries up to 500 Ibs. As a special 
feature, it has full suspension ride with 

shock absorbers on both wheels. It is equipped 
with a 34% H.P., 4 cycle gasoline engine, 
automatic clutch, brakes, thick polyfoam 
“buddy” seat, and pull-out rack to tie down 
pack and game. Deocler inquiries invited. 

For complete details, write the manufacturer: 
Luther Engineering & Manufacturing Co., Inc., 
542 No. Fairoaks Ave., Pasadena, Calif. 











BE A WINNER 


with 







SPECIAL 
HAIR 
GROOMS 


For ‘young’ men 
who want to 
Look Better! 


Really tames and 
trains all hard-to- 
manage hair. Keeps 
unruly hair in place 
all day. Treats hair 
with lanolin and 
other beneficial 


Great for average to 
dry hair and for 
“active"’ men. 
Replaces natural oils 
that water removes. 
Can’t evaporate. 
Relieves dryness. 





Checks dandruff. ingredients. 
NEW LB CONTEST |imeabounain 
WIN THIS NEWEST Crew Cuts, Butches, 

DELUXE MODEL R-1 ivy League and 


all short or stubborn 
hair. Has TRIPLE 
Lanolin, exclusive 
with LB. Never Sticky. 


Hf you can't find LB in Midwest or East. ask your drug or food store manager. 
Or send 25+ for postpaid travel size of Butch Wax or Pomade only 


McCulloch Racing Kart 


with Detachable Rear-Axie Unit - Rubber 
Shock Mounts - Racing Slicks. 













. mH 
<—. What are they saying? .. 








“Did you see 'em jump when I blew the horn!” 
MY CAPTION: 
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Motive power for this rail is the popular 1958 Chevy V8. Cubic inches 
have been increased to 342 by lengthening the 3 inch stroke to 3% 
inches. Bore size is 3% inches. A Winfield cam actvates H&C rollers 
and Smith Bros. push rods. ForgeTrve pistons carry Grant rings and 
give 8 to 1 compression ratio. Combustion chambers have been polished 
and ports have been enlarged and polished. Power from the 30 Ib. billet 
flywheel is transferred to the Culbert in-out box via a Schiefer pres- 
sure plate and two Velvatouch discs. An intake manifold by Edel- 
brock mounts the chain driven 6-71 GMC blower running 20% overdrive. 
Alky-nitro fuel mixture is pumped by Hilborn pump on Moon cover plate. 
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Extremely clean in appearance, dragster has 100 inch wheelbase with 
52 inch front tread and 51 inch rear tread. Frame was built by own- 
ers Jim Hostetter and Harold Carruthers from a combination of Shelby 
seamless and 4130 alloy tubing. Construction is very neat, detailed. 


Front axle is straight Culbert item, suspended by transverse spring 
and snubbed with friction shocks. 21 inch Avon tires ride on alloy 
hubs. Rear end is rigid mounted Ford with Halibrand center section. 
Tires are M&H slicks mounted on Halibrand mags. Steering is a Ross. 





» SCREAMER | 


from the california capitol 





photos by dave cunningham 


Aluminum body was also made by owners Jim 
and Harold, is painted El Dorado Silver with 
Sierra Gold trim. Upholstery was stitched by 
Sacramento Seat Cover Service in black Naugo- 
hyde. Close-up of engine (right), shows Moon 
breathers on rocker covers, Algon injectors, 
individual headers. A Pounden magneto sends 
the necessary fire to plugs. Scatter shield 
is visible behind engine. Lines and fittings 
ore aircraft type, as well as Heim bearings 
which ore used on all suspension components. 
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photos by pat brollier 


of 400 miles is decidedly ... 
~ 


FENHORNS 


ITTING YOURSELF ON THE 
HEAD with a hammer and riding 
the famous Greenhorn Enduro have one 
thing in common; it’s great when it’s 
over! The idea of going out and volun- 
tarily subjecting oneself and his ma- 
chine to the toughest that ole Ma 
Nature can conjure up in the limitless 
expanses of the Mojave Desert wastes 
borders on a form of lunacy; yet each 
year a determined band of men enter 
the two-day run, ready to take what 
comes. And this year, the fifteenth an- 
nual running of the ‘Horn, as it has 
come to be known—come it did! The 
sponsoring Pasadena Motorcycle Club 
set out in fiendish fashion many months 
before the May running to find the 
most varied and ‘interesting’ terrain 
possible to navigate. Starting at the 
desert’s edge near Pearblossom, 50 miles 
north of Los Angeles, the run wound 
up atop Greenhorn Mountain near Lake 
Isabella in the Sequoia National Forest, 
then returned by an equally arduous 
route the following day. The American 
Motorcycle Ass’n granted a sanction for 
a National Championship of 400 Miles 
and the turnout came from many states. 
Riders prepared both their machines 
and themselves for the rugged cross- 
country grind. Through R&C, several 
riders used the new, canned liquid food, 
Nutrament, to avoid the bulk of regular 
meals. Their reaction after the 450 mile 
gallop was filled with praise, indicating 
a future widespread use of the product 
in cycle racing. Personal equipment 
ranged to the extents shown in Jolley’s 
cartoon above, and one rider finished 
with a completely severed frame, wired 
together! 
If you are ready, fill up your canteen, 
take a last long look at civilization, and 
join us as we hit the Greenhorn trail. 





<, r ~ 
f 
After sign-up, lee Mitchell of Tooele, Utah, Pasadena Motorcycle Club official sees that the Starter signals for riders on ninth minute to 


tapes on number card. BSA Super Rocket was engine number corresponds to entry blank no. line up. Two father/son teams, Biscoe and 
ridden to start and on run without changes. and riders are rechecked at end of 450 miler. Thorwaldson, rode the ‘Horn, « minute apart. 
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Checkers MC Greehorn Team included Don Evans of Car Craft Magazine (105), Don Watkins, R&C Ad Man m (208), John Bruno a mented reader = 


‘Ye TOUS 





Bad luck hits Wotkins; a fiat tire less than Course crosses desert highway and pit crews four riders went ovt on each minute interval. 
100 miles ovt. Riding it in to the checkpoint, and families meet riders with fuel, oii, parts Seventh minute riders stuck close together across 
Don was quickly on his way with 6 point loss. and refreshments. Sidehacks were determined.- the sandy wastelands of the hot Mojave Desert. 


Noon Check (far left) was welcome respite for 
most riders. Old mining town of Red Mountain 
lay af start of really ardvovus terrain to come. 


Dave Richardson on 175cc DKW found steep hills 
required a bit of footwork. Winner of 175cc 
class, Dave finished his third straight ‘Horn. 
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Through rocky hills, lava beds and deep, slogging sand washes, lime- 


- Preset averages. 
marked course taxed riders to limits of their ability in maintaining... 


Pasadena cycle cop George Mcinnis takes his 
“holiday” with 30.50 Velo Scrambler in sun- 


baked Red Rock Canyon north of Mojave, Calif. arid climate and yet another type of riding. 


bal ™~ 


.. winner. Chow time at the end of a weary 
250 miles. Huge barbecue was waiting for all 
the entrants. Some cleaned up and ate while. . 


.. Others made hasty repairs and adjustments 
by lanternlight to prepore for the second day 
of riding to start at 6 AM the next morning. 


Nearing the desert again, a wide and muddy water crossing with a steep bank on the far side 


presented a new challenge. Earl Freeland, Prospectors MC, goes up on his Triumph's pegs to best 
the 2-foot deep 


on 
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On up into the virgin forests of the Piute 
range and welcome coolness after the desert's 


stream, The watch and a calculator around his neck are checked . . . 











Bearded Bob Tondro, winner of 7OOcc class on 
his 40” Triumph sweeps wide past lime mark in waterless creekbed. 


End of the first day. Sign-in atop Greenhorn 
Mountain in Sequoia Nat'l Forest. 500cc Match- 
less rider Fred Borgeson, to be Sweepstakes... 
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Ex-paratrooper Jim Burleson of the Dirt Diggers 
club navigates back down the mountain with 
teammate in tow. Morning ride was a bit chilly. 


.. regularly to assure being on time at secret 
checks. Oldest entrant (and finisher) was 62- 
year-young Lloyd Larson on 40” Triumph Twin. 








j et - 
shows easy riding style which netted Shamrock clubber Bob Stefans 


Borgeson 
Sweepstakes win with total of 16 points lost. 30% cw. incher ducks low to 
Fred's brother Bill was riding on same minute. densely wooded area at foot 


on a Matchless Large number of 15 cv. in. Jawas competed, 
clear branches in very well. Two strokers generally had own 
rocky stops stationed along course. Buddies 





.-. but a little assist from wives and girl friends John Steen, chemical motor oil manufacturer Nearing Pearblossom finish, dairyman Ken 
can make trip pleasanter. After two days it's and famous kart ports distributor signs check Knudsen, Glenn Shirley hit secret check at end 
nice to see a clean face for a change of pace. sheet at Hi Vista gas stop; 50 miles to go. of sandwash. Early, late arrival means point loss. 


Longtime rider Bill “Cactus Willy" Adams arrives at finish line for As yet unaware of victory, overall winner Fred Borgeson signs in at 
engine number check as crews for riders still due in wait and consult finish with Pasadena official, Shamrocks club won team award with 
their watches. The course is tough, but Bill makes it with one hand! most club low-point finishers, Matchless took manvfacturers trophy. 
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CANDY 'BIRD 


they don’t come any sweeter 


N ALL TIME FAVORITE, the 
1955 Thunderbird was chosen 

by Joe Collins of Los Angeles, 
California for his personalized 
“personal car”. A bodyman by 
trade, Joe decided relatively mild 
but well designed modifications, 
topped off with eye-catching paint, 
would be better than far-out cus- 
tomizing. As a result, every panel 
on the car was changed and then 
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a brilliant candy apple red lacquer 
paint job was applied. Up front, 
Joe rolled the grille shell, removed 
nose trim and parking lights, 
frenched the headlights, built 
matching grille and scoop grille, 
modified the hood scoop and built 
scoops on the fenders. Door han- 
dies and all side trim were dis- 
carded. Rear fenders were modi- 
fied to match the front openings. 


Deck and rear panel holes were 
filled and Mercury station wagon 
taillights installed. When the 
bodywork was done, Joe sprayed 
on one of the finest candy paint 
jobs ever done. It is without the 
often-seen dark and light spots 
and has been on the car for some 
time without losing its color. 
Whitewalls and Plymouth hubs 
complete the very pleasing effect. 








<n f ara e?: 


photos/neal east 


Close-up of headlight area reveals ultimate in 
detail work. Lights were frenched and sculptured 
scoops built on fenders. Gravel deflector was 
frenched and grille opening rolled. Park lights 
Placed in bumper guards, frenched to bumpers. 


Interior design follows rather conservative theme of car. 
Seats and door panels were pleated in block Navgahyde and 
rims around instruments chromed. Micro switches in fenders 
lower electric windows so doors may be opened from inside. 
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CAD LENSES GO 
WIDE TRACK 


cal custom caddy taillights for a pontiac custom 


By GEORGE BARRIS 


pom eed x: ¥ » ae 4 % eS: » > 

Alexander Bros. Kustom Shop, Detroit, (known 
as the eastern division of Borris Kustom) uses 
20 guage metal to begin taillight receptacies. 


Plate is welded in fiat end of cylinder for Cadillac-style taillights made by California Taillight unit is bolted to cylinder after the 
mounting of tailigiht. Angle of diagonal cut Custom sell for $12.95 a pair and are avail- holes ore drilled. Stock lights have been re- 
depends on amount of tunneling that is desired. able by order or from most local speed shops. moved, trimming of fenders for lights begun. 
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Torch is held horizontally to slowly soften the 
70/30 stick of lead. Considerable core must 
be taken to use only enough heat to soften. 


Various shapes and sizes of body files will be 
necessary to smooth out the hard to get to sec- 
tions. File shown fits curve under the lights. 


are then brazed into position 
extensions formed. Again, amount of 
depends on individual owner's taste. 


Hard oak wood paddle and torch heat are used 
to work soft lead into shape desired. If lead 
is carefully worked, much filing will be saved. 


Filing is followed by sanding with #280 wet- 
or-dry sandpaper. Paint shovid be feother- 
edged and the metal cleaned with metal-prep. 


Taillight units are installed and wired as the 
final step. Finished job, below, is very good 
looking and fits the lines of the car neatly. 


Grinding is done with #24 closed-coat disc 
and then torch and tinning compound is used 
to prepare metal for leading of seams, welds. 


When lead has been paddied into shape, grind 
with #24 open-coat disc to remove edges, then 
continue working shape with a body vixen file. 


Primer coats are sprayed on for final filling 
of pits and scratches. Additional sanding and 
priming will give a surface ready for paint. 
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1 25ce Yamaha ‘stinger’, ‘four speed 
combine to make something of a plush-but-ferocious insect 


HINK TINY. With a few tests of 

large-size bikes in past issues and a 
more-than-passing concern for the mini- 
bike sport, named and fostered by R&C, 
it was only natural that sooner or later 
we turn to a test of these small-size 
’eycles, Selection of one to be the first 
in a group of sich tests was not difficult. 
Bug Engineering of Azusa, California 
was in on the ground floor of what has 
been called “two-wheeled karting”, and 
as the sport progressed Bug was on tap 
with the latest in frame designs, sus- 
pension and powerplants. It was logical 
then that we should prevail on this 
group to loan us a machine for a short 
checkout. 

Most machines of this type will be 
entirely suitable for street use, are 
easily licensed and would last indefinite- 
ly, but the true test lies in the realm of 
the greatest interest in mini-cycling and 
the area of the most strain; dirt riding. 
Thus it was only natural that we head 
for the hills with this ultimate in cur- 
rent bikes. The fitting of a Yamaha 
125cc (7% cu. in.) two-stroke engine 
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with 4-speed transmission makes a tiger 
out of a Flea, and it takes a rugged 
frame to withstand the abuse of trans- 
ferring the horsepower to the ground. 
Particularly the ground to which it 
was put. 

The desolate area of the Tujunga 
foothills and untamed Bluegum Canyon 
were sweltering in summer heat and 
shimmering waves of torrid air rose off 
the rocks of the valley bowl. No wind 
or breeze to cool an engine to the abuse 
of hard riding ahead. Plunging down an 
embankment and into the brush-laden 
sand, we cracked the quarter-turn 
throttle and were greeted with a waving 
front wheel. The Flea found difficulty 
getting the idea into its tiny, finned 
head that the wheel needs to stay on 
the ground for control, but more diligent 
attention to the throttle soon overcame 
this problem and the ability to wheel- 
stand on quick acceleration became wel- 
come, The larger-than-usual wheels and 
tires proved excellent for this small 
machine — any smaller size would have 
been most unwelcome. The springs on the 
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gearbox and electric starter 
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by don watkins 


front forks were very helpful, yet this 
rider urges greater attention to this 
feature by all mini-manufacturers, for 
the surface has barely been scraped. 
Use of a spot brake on the jack-shaft 
between engine and rear sprocket could 
be embarrassing in event of rear chain 
breakage, and this brake leaves room 
for improvement on highway, where 
speeds are greater. The long seat will 
hold two persons and is nice for one in 
racing where bounce may put you down 
in a new spot. Gas tank in seat takes 
up valuable padding space, however. 


The electric starter/generator feature 
is certainly welcome and makes lighting 
a real cinch, Bars-to-knee clearance is 
better than most mini-bikes we’ve seen 
and solid foot pegs are well located for 
most persons. 


This engine/gearbox option raises the 
list of $364 higher than same bike with 
karting engine, but if it’s real power 
and flexibility in shifting you want, this 
is the machine you will find it on, so 
have at it! @ 
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Adaption of Japanese Yomaha 125cc engine and gearbox dominates 
frame of Bug Engineering's Flea. Slightly larger than the first models 
by Bug and other companies, new Flea is more practical size, Front 
forks have sprung sliders but travel is short. Fuel tank is in the seat 
thus thickness is deceptive. Throttle is fast, Y% turn model with the 
brake lever on the same bar. The left handle bar holds clutch control. 
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Left front frame down tube is dog-legged to clear exhaust pipe at 
port. Box under seat with Bug Engineering emblem contains batteries 
for the 12 volt system. Two batteries are used, wired in series to 
ebiain 12 volts necessary to operate starter and ignition system. All 
construction was neat and built to take beating, a real requisite for 
these machines. Bracket is supplied at the rear of the battery box 
for license attachment. Forks and frame are wide to clear 6” diameter 
Hands aluminum wheels and meaty, clover-tread tires, a must for 
dirt riding. We are wondering how long it will be until some enter- 
prising tire company builds a true knobby tire for these little jobs. 


gt : ; ee © 
Forward buige at right side of engine case contains starter/ generator 
unit. The clutch cable enters directly behind this point. The flanged 
housing accepted chain gvard on big bike, covld be trimmed on 
Flea. Jackshaft is used to change chain size. Note that rear sprocket 
is small, all right because of 4-speed trans ond better than large, 
overly-exposed chainwheels on most mini-bikes where chain breakage 
and loss is common. Air cleaner is in good position to keep dirt ovt. 
Starter crank is provided for emergency use if electrics go bad. Foot 
shift lever is on left. Pattern is, from bottom to top, low, nevtral, 2nd, 
3rd, and 4th. Disc brake is on jackshaft, adequate for dirt use, but too 
small for high speeds encountered in pavement riding. Foot pegs are good. 
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Power to spare brings Yamaha/Flea up over embankment in full con- 
trol. Handling is good. (Bottom) it's hard to keep a Flea out of places. 
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. off the sketchpad By TOM DANIEL 
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Moving into the field of the pickup. fot thi 
month’s Sketchpad, artist Daniel presents 
nurhber of ideas for the ’59 through ’6 C! 
and GMC haulers. Readily noticeableis the re 
of the obnoxious hood “snorkels” in f: 
smoother lines. Sloping the hood off ld 
visibility. The grille area is made to Jess 
by use of a ’61 Pontiac station w : rear 
Chevy grille and 59 Olds headlight assemb! 
ing from a ’59 Chevy helps break up side e 
and reversed wheels go with current tren 
covered with tarp. Engine would bé as pot 
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ickup. fot this 

niel presents a 
rough ’65 Chevy 
sable is the removal 
orkels” in favor of 


ould increase 
Jess “truckish” 


llight assemblies. Belt mold- 
ak up side expanse. Chromed 
current trends. Bed has been 
d be as potent as that in boat. 
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factory options give a quarter mile goer right off the assembly line 


HRYSLER CORPORATION hasn’t 

put anywhere near as much money 
into performance development and ad- 
vertising as Ford and the various GM 
divisions —so many auto enthusiasts 
are not aware of the wide variety of 
special performance equipment that’s 
available for current Dodge and Ply- 
mouth lines (and which will be contin- 
ued almost unchanged into 1962). They 
may be missing a good bet. The big 
Chrysler “B” engine has excellent per- 
formance potential in the various 
optional bores and strokes up to the 
maximum 418 cubic inches; there is 
plenty of optional performance equip- 
ment available, car model weights are 
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on a par with Chevy and 100-200 Ibs. 
under Ford and Pontiac—and, very 
important, prices are not out of this 
world, If you like to knock off the 
favorites with something a little differ- 
ent, this could be your answer. 

I thought it might be interesting to 
get out the Chrysler parts book and 
“assemble” a Dodge Dart on paper to 
run in the Super/Stock class at the 
drag strip. (Practically all the parts 
would be applicable to Plymouth also.) 
Let’s see what we can put together... 

In the first place we’d start out by 
ordering the very lightest model we can 
get. This would be the Pioneer 2-door 
club coupe, with an NADA book weight 
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of 3460 Ibs. But before we go another 
step it will be a good idea to consider 
carefully which optional performance 
parts can be ordered on a new car com- 
ing off the assembly line, and which 
ones must be bought over the counter 
and installed yourself, It’s much more 
convenient —and much cheaper —to 
order the stuff off the assembly line. 
(For instance the optional heavy-duty 
suspension package costs less than $30 
when ordered this way — but would run 
a couple of hundred dollars for parts 
if you bought them separately and in- 
stalled them yourself.) 

It so happens that the Dart Police 
Pursuit model, Code 591, is just about 


FIG. 1 — Optional heavy-duty rear shocks (A), stiffer 6-leaf springs 


(8) and Atlas Bucron buty! rubber tires, 8.50/14 size (C) give excellent 
traction coming off the line. 


FIG. 2 — Optional heavy-duty braked (lower left) have 12” drums 


and 2%” wide linings... compared with 11” drums and 2” linings 
standard (upper left). Optional 6” wide wheel rim (lower right) gives 
better tire bite than standard 44” rim (top). 


FIG. 3 — NHRA rules call for 44” strap under drive shaft to support 
it in case shaft or U-joint breaks. 





what we want in one package. The 
package includes the 2-door club coupe 
body, heavy-duty manual transmission 
and clutch, dual exhaust, 12” brakes, 
wide 6” wheel rims (14” wheels), heavy- 
duty shocks all around, stiffer 6-leaf 
rear springs, the biggest 1.05” torsion 
bars at the front, and the .75” anti-roll 
bar. All this stuff is standard with the 
Code 591 police option, and makes a 
real good base to build on for the drag 
strip. 

There are also several options avail- 
able here — and this is where the prob- 
lems start, For instance the Power-Lok 
limited-slip differential is optional off 
the assembly line; but those “low” axle 
ratios above 4-to-1 that we want for the 
drag strip are not available this way 
— so we'll just have to order the Power- 
Lok with standard 3.23-to-1 gears and 
make the change ourselves, We want 
big 8.50/14 butyl rubber tires on the 
rear for traction (either Atlas Bucrons 
or Firestone Butylaires). These can’t be 
ordered from the factory, so we'll just 
order standard 7.50/14 rayon tires. An 
Eaton silicone clutch cooling fan is 
optional, and this is a must to save 
engine hp at high rpm. 

The engine is a real toughie. Earlier 
this year Dodge and Plymouth offered 
the big 418-cu. in block off the assembly 
line. But this has recently been with- 
drawn because of supply and routing 


FIG. 4 — Stewart-Warner 220-A electric fuel pump mounted under 
gas tank assures adequate fuel flow at all times and prevents vapor lock 


by keeping entire fuel system under pressure. 


folds, 10-to-1 compression ratio, 
68-degr.-duration hydraulic cam. This 
rates 330 hp, and is as hot as we can 
get off the assembly line. 

So this completes the package options 
we can order off the assembly line, From 
here on we've got to buy the stuff over 
the counter through MoPar (Chrysler 
parts division) and instal] it ourselves 
— getting exchange credit on the parts 
we have to pull out and don’t use. 

First off we'll exchange the standard 
ram manifolds with the long 30-in. pas- 
sages for the new “short ram” jobs that 
have passages shortened to about 20 
inches, This puts the major ram boost 


4 aid 


FIG. 5 — Important driving aids: Sun tach, mounted at eye level, 
helps on shift points. Hurst dual-pattern floor gearshift conversion permits 


faster, more positive shifts. Note seat belt. 


FIG. 6 — By-pass outlets are taken off regular dual exhaust lines 
just behind the front wheels. These should come off headpipe tangent to 
give least restriction. By-pass is piugged for the street. 


extra front end weight of the big ram 
manifolds make traction a bit more 
critical here than with the Fords and 
Chevs.) All these gearsets bolt right in- 
to the standard Power-Lok differential. 
And now that we've got all our spe- 
continued on following page 
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BUILDING A 
DRAG STRIP DART 


continued 


cial factory equipment on the car we 
must think about taking full advantage 
of the extra drag strip “allowances” in 
the stock classes. The hottest boys are 
running a lot besides factory equipment. 
Special streamlined exhaust “headers” 
are a must, The Chrysler 300 cast 
headers won’t fit the smaller Dodge- 
Plymouth chassis (due to clearance 
problems around the front suspension), 
so we'll need to resort to the California 
specialty shops. Hedman makes a fine 
set of tubing headers for this chassis 
that should add as much as 20 hp. Most 
drag strips now permit open exhaust 
outlets ahead of the wheels, so we'll 
have to take advantage of this. Take the 
outlet off more or less tangent to the 
headpipe coming down from the engine, 
for minimum restriction. The ends can 
be plugged for the street. The new 
NHRA stock rule allowing any kind of 


battery ignition leaves us some inter- 
esting possibilities. Some of the new 
accessory transistor ignition conver- 
sions look real good for improving igni- 
tion performance at high rpm. Let’s try 
Auto Marine’s very compact fin-cooled 
coil and dash-mounted transistor unit, 
retailing at $69.95. Additional spark 
advance at the low end, by reworking 
the distributor centrifugal mechanism, 
will help too, An initial (static) spark 
lead of 15 crank degr., with another 
20-25 degr. of centrifugal advance build- 
ing up before the engine reaches 2500 
rpm, sounds good. 

And there’s more. We’ll wire a new 
Sun one-piece electric tachometer into 
the transistor ignition to help us judge 
shift points (probably 5500 rpm would 
be close to optimum with this combo). 
We'll have to take advantage of the new 
NHRA rule allowing floor gearshift 
conversions in the stock classes; split 
seconds saved shifting gears show up 
big in e.t. and trap speed. There are 
many available brands of conversions, 
ranging from about $18 on up. But the 








—— 
Ne — 
en a i 

& 
a 
= 

at 
~ 





Hurst dual-pattern kit at $65 is cer- 
tainly the “Rolls-Royce” of the field. 
This is an approved dealer-in- 
stalled option. And let’s install a 
Stewart-Warner 220-A electric fuel 
pump in the trunk near the tank with 
%e” or %” line up to the stock pump. 
This not only assures adequate fuel flow 
under all conditions, but we eliminate 
any chance of “vapor lock” by putting 
the whole fuel system under pressure. 
(Vapor lock generally occurs in areas 
where fuel is being sucked from the rear 
tank by the pump on the engine.) And 
of course the safety rules say we must 
have a flywheel shield and a strap to 
retain the drive shaft if a U-joint 
breaks. This stuff must be fabricated. 
Also we'll put in seat belts. And finally 
our 8.50/14 butyl tires for the rear. 

This just about washes it. The car 
is ready for the strip. With a little more 
fine tuning and a little practice throw- 
ing shifts and feathering off the line 
we should turn at least 95 mph in the 
traps with the e.t.’s in the mid 14’s. 
Don’t forget the MoPars. e 
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FIG. 7 — Hedman fabricated tubular headers for Chrysler B engine 
and Dodge-Plymouth chassis. These can add 20 hp by reducing exhaust 
restriction, are a must for dragging. 


FIG. 8 — Dodge D-500 383-cu. in. engine with short ram manifolds. 

These look the same as regular long-ram tubes, but have part 

of the dividing wall between adjacent passages chopped away. They give 
their major ram boost at 4000-4200 rpm instead of 2800, 

adding 10-20 hp at top end. 


FIG. 9 — Eaton silicone clutch fan hub that prevents fan from winding 
up to unneeded speeds and wasting HP at top end. Optional on all 
Dodge-Plymouth cars. 


FIG. 10 — Transistor ignition coil unit by Auto Marine Laboratories (B) 

uses transformer principle, gives higher spark voltage at high 

RPM than conventional coil. Sun tach transmitter is at A. (Late one-piece 
models have everything built into compact head unit.) 


FIG. 11 — Transistor unit for Auto Marine system is mounted in 
cool place on dash, away from engine heat, for reliability and longevity. 
Transistor ignitions will become more popular on drag strips. 11 








AS WAS PROMISED in our Feb- 
ruary, ’61 editorial, we are bringing up 
to date the progress of R&C cartoonist 
Don Jolley’s ’29 Ford pickup. Ever since 
the “condition” was attached to one of 
Don’s checks that he use it to purchase 
his heart’s desire, he has been slowly 
but surely getting things done toward 
the day when it will be like his illus- 
trations. Progress has been slowed by 


A number of little goodies have been finding 
their way to the chrome shop, such as the gas 
cap, door handies, window frames, dash, so on. 


At first glance, model of the truck is hard to tell from the real 


a couple of events—one good and one 
bad. The first was the addition of a new 
little Jolley to the household and the 
other was when some sticky-fingered 
jerks lifted a number of goodies from 
the truck. Undaunted however, old Jok 
has had the “rolling telephone booth” 
to the body shop for the complete iron- 


out route. Many hours since then have 


been spent sanding. A number of small 





New planks of natural birch wood have been cut 
and installed in pickup bed. Dividers between 
planks ore chromed, will be detailed in black. 


item. Trailer was made up from scraps of balsa, 


items such as the dash, door handles and 
so on have been to the bright shop. New 
birch wood has been cut and installed 
in the bed. In order to stall the thieves a 
little better, Don installed all new glass 
and repaired the door locks. The bucket 
seats are now installed and the next 
step is to assemble the dropped axle and 
hydraulics. Stay tuned for. more news. 
Jolley has some real treats on tap. °@ 


Bucket seats from a late mode! Lioyd are being 
installed by Don. Cab of truck is so narrow the 
seats fit in without space left between them. 


left-over wheels 


and tires, tow bar and cycle fenders from AMT ‘32 Ford kit. ‘32 kit also provided fender assembly, chassis and modified Corvette engine. 
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In keeping with the painting on the cover of 
ovr February issue, Jolley's model is complete A ane = a9 5 
with camper. Camper is made from balsa sheet, ie. eh tse’ 
stained to look like dark wood. Note windows. my 
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build a model of the cover car 


ODELING has become so interesting and popular 
recently that Jolley decided the only thing to do was 

to build one of the truck. Since there aren’t any kits avail- 
able for this particular car, considerable building from 
scratch is necessary. For those who might like to try their 
hand at the truck, Don has sketched some of the modifica- 
tions and build-ups necessary to do the job. A set of fenders 
and the chassis from an AMT ’32 Ford coupe kit were used 
for the basis of the model. The rear of the frame and gas 
tank are cut off at the rear axle, Front fenders are trimmed 
at the front to resemble A fenders. Rears are carefully 
straightened, Since the truck has a spare in the left fender, 
a wheel and tire are cut off to fit fender and a balsa well is 
glued to bottom. Cowl, hood top and radiator shell are carved 
from balsa blocks. More tedious to make are the cab and 
bed, which are made from a combination of materials. Card- 
board (as in a 3x 5” index card) was used for areas where 
body lines exist so that the lines can be scribed from the back 
side with a sharp pencil. Windshield, engine also come from 
32 kit. Well, that’s about it, so have at it! Watch for the 
truck in Jolley’s cartoons, as it has become his trademark. 
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“Well, these wild little kits are really cool. 
Don't appear to be too tough to build, either. 
Let's be neat, now ond we'll build one up.” 





“One of the first things you gotte learn is to 
have patience. They're small, tricky to work 
with — but don't let ‘em get the bes? of you.” 





A trio of Valionts are lined up to show what has been done in the 
way of customizing. Car at right is stock. Center cor has had top 
chopped, whee! wells cut up for lowered body, bottom of body trimmed 
off. The last model has pickup bed, lorge tires from a Dodge Sedon. 


ROTH RESTYLES REVELL’S HO’s 


tiny tips from big daddy 


Soon to be released to an eager and 
awaiting market of model builders, the 
smallest of the compact model cars, in 
HO scale, have been created by Revell, 
Inc, Packed in one box will be seven 
different body styles, all designed from 
different lines of Chrysler Corporation 
cars. The usual kit size is 1/25th scale, 
but demand for the smaller size cars 
prompted this new move to microscopic 
modeling. 

Called Converta-Car-Kits, they will 
be a real fun challenge to model rail- 
road enthusiasts, collectors who really 
want to load up their shelves and, of 
course, the customizers, 


“Sa-o-y...that’s not so ba-o-dil This lil’ 
Valiant builds into a nize Raunchero! Pick up 
on the crazy bed, man—a Plymouth top!” 


ie 





All door handles and extra trim 


photos by al poalacy, lynn wineland 


A modeler of imagination can create 
more than 75 different types of cars 
with these kits and components, for in- 
cluded are stock accessories and decals 
for conversion into police cars, taxicabs, 
ski racks, etc. In addition, a load of cus- 
tomizing accessories and an instruction 
sheet full of ideas are supplied, Retail 
price for the complete kit is $1.98. 

Intergallactically famous stylist Ed 
‘Big Daddy’ Roth, assuming his title of 
R&C’s Chief in Charge of Cutting and 
Chopping Customs has taken scalpel and 
glue in hand to point out important 
steps and tips in how-to- and how-not-to 
rework the new Revell offerings. 


ln : 

“There, you see — relaxation is the 

Don't let it get in your hair, These 
and 


ore 
little Kemps. Three down four to goli!” 
a gig 4 ’ 
SPS > 





have been removed 


models, All three cars were painted with candy colors for final effect. 
Bed for the pickup was made from the top of a Plymouth station wagon. 
Rear window was installed with slant equal to that of the top posts. 
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universal undercarriage for electric powered models 


by BILL SIPPELL 


OU SAY ELECTRIC DRAGGIN’ 

looks like fun, you have a dozen- 
plus cars BUT—who can afford to 
motorize them all, Let’s take those cars, 
one motor and a single frame and shake 
well, We see all the cars powerable with 
perfect fits regardless of wheelbase or 
tread, from one body to another in a 
minute... 

The answer —the two piece frame. 
This idea was introduced some time 
back in road racing by an associate of 
Auto Hobbies. At the time it was used 
to plug in different styles of pickup 
assemblies for experimental purposes. 
Since then it has worked well in drag 
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racing, not to change the pickup, but to 
change the wheelbase from body to 
body to body...The rear half of the 
frame mounts the motor with a body 
mounting hole or holes at the extreme 
rear of the frame. Ahead of the motor 
a %” o.d, steel or brass rod should be 
soldered to each side of the frame, 
extending 2 or more inches beyond the 
front of the frame. These will slide back 
and forth in the front frame tubes. 
The front frame half is a plate that 
has a %” i.d. brass tube soldered to 
each side in alignment with the rods on 
the rear frame. The back side of the 
tubes should be flush at the rear of the 


frame. In the closed position the wheel- 
base should be somewhere between 3%” 
and 3%”, On the average you will not 
have to extend beyond 5”. The front 
frame half also carries the front wheels 
and axle, the pickups and the guide pin. 
It must also have a hole or holes at the 
extreme front end for body mounting. 
In wiring from the motor to the pick- 
up on the isolated side remember to have 
adequate wire length to handle the fur- 
ther-most stretch point in wheelbases. 
Of course the wheel treads vary from 
car to car so threaded axles and wheels 
solve this problem easily. In some cases 
on the underside of the bodies where 





that frame... 


there is not adequate plastic to mount 
to the frame, plastic extensions should 
be glued in. You must remember a multi- 
fit item such as the frame can never 
have the fine fit of a custom, one-body 
frame. PLEASE keep this in mind; 
these cars move fast and must take 
abuse. Therefore you must omit the 
frills or delicate pieces or be constantly 
gluing them back on. 

With the above stretch unit a person 
could race in every class of body styles 
with the one frame and motor. At least 
the odds of picking up a win somewhere 
are with you at the lowest possible 
cost... 


From our photos you can see various 
AMT body combinations and frame 
structure. All the bodies shown in the 
photos will fit the stretch frame. By 
preference we like the ’36. In using a 
body such as the AMT ’36 it is wise to 
use the full hood and fenders for 
strength factors. The car can be built 
as a coupe or roadster. By building the 
car as a roadster and setting the coupe 
top on with scotch tape tabs, you could 
run two classes with one body, a real 
bonus combination. ¢ 


photos by al palacy 


(Far left) The adjustable chassis fits different 
lengths of Corvette, T'Bird and imperial cars. 


(Top center) Very short T-bodied drag coupe, 
(4 in.) is neatly accommodated by the frame. 


(Top right) By comparison, ‘36 coupe is nearly 
an inch longer. ‘40 Ford sedan is even longer. 


(Center) Auto Hobbies turned special wheels 
on lathe. Threads allow narrowing of tread. 


(Bottom photo) Underside view shows chassis 
installed in ‘36. Pickups, guide pin in front. 
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HUBLEY’S 


METAL 


MODEL A 


new metal kits even assemble 


like their famous counterpart something new and different tor 
Model A's available are the town sedan, phaeton, roadster and pickup. 


Pieces of the kit have a considerable amount 
of casting “flash” left on them. Many of the 
creas can be lightly ground to remove flash. 


After engine, driveshaft and rear end are in- 
stalled on frame, fenders are added. Assembly 
is done with screws so model can be taken apart. 


A file is provided with the kit for removing 
flash in more difficult areas. Different sizes 
of files come in handy for various components. 


Rear bumper, luggage rack, dash, body halves 
are installed next. Seats are made of tan plas- 
tic and are also attached to chassis by screws. 


After pieces have all been filed, trial assem- 
bly can be started. Careful attention to the 
directions is necessary for proper results. 


Window material provided in kit is cut with 
knife, following pattern on back of the plans. 
Final steps are installation of top, and lights. 


Completed mode! is very sturdy, has steerable front wheels, spare in the fender well. Disassembly for authentic paint job is the final step. 





if you don’t have a sharp custom you're not... 


ONE OF THE 
GROUP 


Over-ali view of Mike's Impala displays good 
taste in styling. All modifications fit well 
with original lines, nothing is ovt of place. 


photos by neal east 


Mike made up his own neat arrangement for the 
radio antennas, using ‘56 Buick portholes ond 
deep ariels. Chromed wheels are also reversed. 


Viewed from any angle, car presents pleasing 
appecrance. All trunk hardware has been re- 
moved and the six taillights work in unison. 


_ 


Triple carbureted 348 cubic inch Chevy mill 
has pulled car to 102 mph in 14.50 seconds 


at drags. Transmission is a 1958 Corvette. 


Mike Robbins’ grandfather started teaching him how to ute tools 
ot a young age, ond he has continved ever since. His latest proj- 
ect is this ‘58 Chevy impala which he reworked to his liking. 
A ‘54 Chevy grille wos installed and it looks like it was mode 
for this cor. After discarding hood and deck trim and punching 
108 louvers in the hood, many coats of Titian Red lacquer were 
added. Chromed wheels and a complete upholstery job including 
the trunk and many hours of detail work combine to make a winner 
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AS THE TIME APPROACHES for 
the National Speed Trials on the Bonne- 
ville Salt Flats in Utah, the question 
comes to mind: “Why is it that each 
year many of the same people return 


again to race on the salt?” There are 
no side-by-side runs made like at the 
drags, yet the competition is just as 
serious. The flats are hundreds of miles 
away for most of the competitors, yet 
they show up almost religiously. Why? 


Some have said that the lure of the 
salt is basically the lure of high speed. 
Nowhere else in the world is there a 
better suited place for going as fast 
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as is possible in an automobile. This 
certainly is a vital part of the lure of 
the salt, but there is just as surely 
something else, less tangible, which also 
affects those who attend. Perhaps it is 
the fact that the race course is com- 
pletely removed from the rest of the 
world, There are no buildings, grand- 
stands, soda pop hawkers or even very 
many spectators. Nothing but the sky, 
salt, machines and the men who make 
them go. The result is a very relaxed 
atmosphere, void of outside interests. 
Time seems unimportant for everything 
except getting the cars to run at their 
peak. The nature of the competition is 





even different, Noticably lacking is the 
dog-eat-dog attitude of other types of 
events. Loaning of parts, tools and 
know-how is a common occurence. Tem- 
pers seldom flare and sportsmanship is 
at its best. 

All of these things work together to 
draw individuals year after year. On 
the following pages we have picked at 
random just a few of the many examples 
of this drawing power. The feeling is 
summed up by one person’s answer to 
the question if she planned to go. The 
answer was another question, calculated 
to give the only answer: “Does the sun 
come up in the morning?” 
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went up, more power was felt 


. As d 





car originally ran with two flathead engines and the driver in the 
the rear and three flatheads used. A canopy and fin were also added. 
Running for eight years, it reached 270 mph in ‘57, its last year 
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middle between the 
to be necessary so the car was rebuilt with the driver positiéned at 
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Occasionally a machine will change honds over the years. The Hill- 
Davis str liner, designed by Dean Batchelor, hit over 200 its first 
time on the salt in 1952, and set International Class C record weeks 
later, all with Ardun-equipped fiethead. Later, in new paint and under 
CT Avtomotive's b , the speeds were upped. Don Clark was driver. 
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Mickey Thompson built a dragster and headed for the Nationals in ‘58 but stopped off to run on the salt. As a resull, he returned in ‘59 with 
his “Challenger |" and again in ‘60. Powered by four Pontiac engines in '59, cor was modified for ‘60 by adding blowers, covered front wheels. 





The rise_in popularity of sports cars during the last few years has 
caused a large number of classes to be added for them. |. W. Farrington 
was on the salt first in 1959; returned in ‘60 to go 200 mph in T'bird. 










THE LURE OF THE SALT continves 
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BARGAIN BOX requirements: $2 for 
each ad or $3.50 for ad with picture 
must accompany each insertion. Length 
will be limited to 35 words, including 
name and address. No commercial ads 
accepted. R&C reserves the right to edit 
or reject any ad and is not responsible 
for accuracy of description. Normal 
delay in publication will take at least 
three months from time ad is received 
until printed. 


WANTED — Right door for ‘32 Ford Model B 
Roadster. Also two/fours manifold for 1957 
DeSoto Adventurer and other speed equipment 
for ‘52 DeSoto V8 engine. Gary Strvempf, 351 
Birch Street, Wasco, California. 


SELL — Hildebrand? remote oil filter (finned 
aluminum), bracket, block plate, fittings and 
lines, Fits ‘54-'58 Ford 312 engine, T'Bird, 
Mercury, etc. All brand new — hooked up, but 
never used. $20. Box FFB c/o R&C, 5959 Holly- 
wood Bivd., Hollywood 28, California. 


SELL — Hurst front motor mount to adapt ‘54 to 
"58 Ford 312 engine to early Ford ('32-'48). 
Never used. $20. Box JWF c/o R&C, 5959 
Hollywood Bivd., Hollywood 28, California. 


SELL — Complete collections of Rod & Custom 
and Hot Rod magazines. Also have many extra 
back issues of these magazines and others. 
Send stamped envelope with needs to: “Back- 
Issues", Box 45912-E, Los Angeles 45, Calif. 


SELL — Sun tachometer. 8,500 rpm dial, chrome 
case, mounting brackets for all applications. 
Transmitter for 4 cyl. — suitable for dual coil 
ignitions. $20. Box RDE, </o Rod & Custom 
5959 Hollywood Bivd., Hollywood 28, California. 


WANTED — Model cars from ‘49 to ‘57, prefer 
stock and in excellent condition. Will pay good 
price — no junk, please. Bill Stiens, 4410 Clifford 
Road, Cincinnati 36, Ohio. 


SELL— 1954 Studebaker coupe, mild custom 
show car painted translucent lime-gold lacquer, 
perfect mechanically, every inch inside and ovt 
hes been detailed. Has won 23 trophies in 21 
shows, Send stamped envelope for complete 
details to: Bob Jones, 416 N. Grove St., Sierra 
Madre, Calif. El 5-8285. 


SELL — The famous Neumann Special roodster— 
‘31 Ford on ‘32 rails. Full race ‘58 Chevy mill, 
sectioned grille, channeled, Z'd frame, air 
cooled Lincoln brakes, much chrome, white 
Navgahyde interior. 30 coats Dakota red lac- 
quer. Has won over 90 trophies. $4,000 or offer. 
Bill Neumann, 818 Norton Ave., Glendale, Cali- 
fornia. Cl 4-0806. 
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THE LATEST IN SPEED 
SECRETS FROM THE 
EDITORS OF 

HOT ROD MAGAZINE 
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A Master Reference to provide you with 
scores of ideas you can use now — 
Soeed Secrets that have helped to 
set national track and strip records 
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NEW BI-RITE CATALOG 
FEATURES LOW PRICES 
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FREE! ENniarGen Bi-RITE CATALOG 
explains ovr profit- shoring progrom. Send 25¢ 
cash for handli d on first order. 
Deolers request wholesale catalog. 


YOU BUY RIGHT AT BI-RITE 
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t 1 yr. guarantee. Wt. 4 ids. 


SEND ONLY $3.00 cash, ck, mo) and 


$11.9 plus C.O patg 
arrival or send $14.95 for P. Paid Delivery ideal 
gift for mechanically minded home owners, rela- 
tives, friends 

r now for early delivery Available only from: 






















MIDWAY WELDER, Dept. DRC-10, Kearney, Neb 








When You 
Change 
Your Address 


You won't want to miss your 
ROD & CUSTOM MAGAZINE 
when you move to your new 
home — so please tell us, well 
in advance, what your new ad- 
dress will be. “it isn’t enough 
just to tell the post office, for 
they won't forward your copies 
unless you pay extra postage."’ 
When you write us, be sure to 
give us your old address too 
—even better, enclose the 
address label from a recent 
Issue. Write to ROD & CUSTOM 
MAGAZINE, 5959 Hollywood 
Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 
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Dear Les: 


I own a ’55 DeSoto Firefiyte. Could 
you give me a few tips on a modified 
conversion of the motor and the type 
of stick transmission that would be best 
to adapt to it for better performance. 
I really like my car for its looks and 
roadability, and would like to hop it up 
a little. I don’t have too much money so 
it has to be a very light conversion, I 
would appreciate any advice and infor- 
mation you can give me. 


John Coyne Jersey City, New Jersey 


@ You have left out so many pertinent 
facts about your car, I really don’t 
know what to tell you. Actually I would 
refer you to some of our advertisers, 
who have cams and kits for your car, 
dual and triple intake manifolds and 
ignitions. Any one or all would no doubt 
help your DeSoto in the performance 
department. 

A Chevy 4-speed box would be a very 
good trans swap and, with a little ma- 
chine work, could be installed easily. 

I have the feeling you are just get- 
ting started so rather than to discourage 
you, try a set of 4.10 or 3.90 gears in 
your car first, This is the least money 
invested for the greatest amount of per- 
formance increase dollar for dollar. 
Good luck! 


Dear Les: 

I hope to pick up a ’50 Ford tudor 
sedan soon. I was wondering if it 
would be possible to drop a ’57 Merc 
(312 cu. in.) mill into it, or to drop a 
60 Merc (388 cu. in.) into the car. Do 
you think this would be a good swap 
and what trans (stick) and rearend 
would you suggest? Also would I have 
to beef up the front end because of the 
weight? What speed equipment would 
you suggest? Finally, would there be 
any mounting problems, and could you 
give me an estimate of the cost of such 
a swap. Keep up the great work on 
your fine mag. 

Doug Homes 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada 


@ The 312 cu, in. ’57 Ford you speak of 
would be the ideal engine swap for your 


which work out nicely with an absolute 
minimum amount of cutting and fabri- 
cation. The trans drive line clutch link- 
age will bolt right to the 312 cu, in. 
engine. A set of pickup truck “ram’s 
horn” exhaust headers can be installed 
to make the finishing job easy for a 
good muffler man. 

Now for the trans and gears. The 
trans in it will be O.K. (if you don’t 
practice playing wrecking yard) and I 
would install a set of 4.11 gears in the 
rear end, This should make a good 
street and strip car. 

If the springs are in good shape, the 
front end will more than likely just 
need a good get of shock absorbers. 

The amount of speed equipment to 
use depends on the plumpness of one’s 
wallet. This is a never ending list. Let 
me just make a couple of suggestions 
as a starter, Purchase the B7A 6250C 
Ford camshaft and lifters, mill the 
heads .050” and get a good sharp valve 
job. This will excite you plenty until 
built-up wallet time. reoccurs. 


Dear Les: 


I intend to buy a ’52 or 53 Chevy 
in the near future. I know these year 
Chevies only came in sixes, Since I have 
a limited budget I would like to know 
an easy or economical way of hopping 
them up. I was wondering if a % or 
full race cam would make any signifi- 
cant improvement in performance? 

Since I intend to do the work my- 
self, how much would it cost me to do 
the above? I would like to know the 
problems that would arise, if any, by 
installing this type of cam. I would 
like to know the work involved in chang- 
ing cams. Also tell me of any other 
ways of improving performance at a 
reasonable cost. 

Ted Wyskida Yonkers, New York 


© The art of making a siz real hot is 
almost gone, but only because of the 
scarcity. A lot of good equipment is still 
around. The basic hop up theories are 
to be adhered to when working with 
your engine as with any combustible 
engine. 

The best way to start your job is to 
remove the head, give it a good valve 
job and take about .050” off of it. This 
is the only way to effectively increase 
torque without increasing the displace- 
ment. At this time a good street cam 
should be installed. Frank MeGurk, who 
also advertises in this magazine, has 
some real good grinds available for the 
6 cyl. Chevy. If you do this all yourself, 
it shouldn’t cost over $100 and I am 
sure you'll see a very good increase in 
performance for the money spent, 

I think the best procedure for you to 
use, especially if you are just getting 
started on the mechanical end of your 
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car, would be to write Motor Manual, 
601 S. Vermont Ave., Los Angeles 5, 


by-step a These books cost 
approximately $17 and if followed accu- 
rately, all your car work will be much 
easier. 


Dear Les: 

I have a ’55 Ford-O-Matic T’Bird and 

I would like to know the best transmis- 
sion and what ever else I may need to 
make it standard shift. This will be my 
first try at converting to a standard 
shift. 
Kenneth Barker Bloomfield, N. J. 
@ Unless you want to go to a 4 speed, 
the ’55 Thunderbird overdrive trans 
will be the best bet for you. If you go 
to a good Ford dealer and consult the 
parts book, you should be able to buy 
every piece needed to accomplish this 
job. 

If you want a 4-speed, a Chevy, Pon- 
tiac or the newly released Studebaker 
will make it even better because there 
just is not another box built for more 
sheer driving pleasure than a 4 speed. 
You will have to have a shop machine 
an adaptor plate (approx. cost $28) and 
then use whatever type of box you 
choose with a clutch disc to match it in- 
stead of the ’55 T’Bird. Then the drive 
line will have to be measured and cut 
and the right splined yoke welded on it 
to fit the trans. The other parts needed 
like bell housing, clutch, flywheel and 
all linkage from Ford to stick can be 
purchased at a Ford dealer. Make up 
your mind, consult your wallet, and go 
to it! 


Deal Les: 


I have a 1960 Super Stock Ford with 
manual shift. I am planning to install 
a 1960 Cad engine. What major prob- 
lems would I have in doing so; also 
would the stock drive shaft hold up if 
I use a 4-speed floor shift? If the stock 
drive shaft won’t hold up, what should 
I use? What carb set up would be best 
if I plan to use the Eldorado engine. 
What 4-speed box would be best for this 
setup. I would like any information 
possible. 

Johnny Griffin Jax, Florida 


© You are about to make a mistake! 
The Eldorado engine will give you no 
more performance than your 1960 Hi 
Perf. engine will, It is a lot of work with 
no reward. If this 1960 Ford engine 
leaves a void in your requirements for 
power, pull it out and use the money 
you were going to use for an engine 
swap to change your engine over to a 
890 cu. in. ’61 engine, These parts can 
be purchased at your local dealer for a 
lot less than you think, and these bears 
really run! 

As for the 4-speed box, they are also 
on the way with a ratio in each gear 
matched for the Ford Hi Perf. engine. 
When they arrive every piece needed to 
adapt to your car will de available 
through your dealer. Save your money 
and do it right! 




















reesave PURO) tT: 
you cast ACCESSORIES 
AND PARTS 


itp. with my 356 page 


CATALOG 


Over 100,000 Values! 


SAVE UP TO 50% ON ALL 
YOUR AUTOMOTIVE NEEDS! 


it's new for ‘62 . . . the world’s ast, most complete 
auto parts and accessories buying guide the value- 
packed 356 page Whitney catalog that SAVES YOU UP TO 
Ye on ALL your automotive needs! it lists and illustrates 
thousands of parts and accessories for every car, truck, 
station wagon, hot rod, custom car and dragster, as well 
as foreign and sports cors, plus page after page of hard- 
to-find items for class Modei “A” Fords. You'll find every- 
thing for early models to brand-new_1962 models ... 
without a doubt, the greatest selection ever offered any- 
where 


This brand-new J. C. Whitney catalog feotures the latest 
in Hollywood and Custom equipment, just out hi-speed and 
racing parts, wonted kort accessories, os well as many, 
many hard-to-find exact replacement ports for old = 
current models alike! Everything ony car owner 

wants is ready for “armchair” ordering! 

Whot’s more, when you buy direct by mail from Whitney, 
you SAVE MONEY! Our tremendous buying power and huge 
volume enable us to cut prices to rock bottom .. . Xe 
actually sove up to 50% and more! We stock over 100 
items, ready for immediate shipment—with new, improved 
Over 100,000 items to facilities to speed up service on every order. And .. . you 
Choose From. No metter con buy with complete confidence, for we guerentee 
whet moke, yeor, or sotisfection on every order or your money beck! 

’ 4 Just send us the coupon ang obtain Rn ag copy 
of this money-saving catalog. Please enclose 25c in coin 
. +» « domestic, foreign, to help pay part of the handling and mailing costs (re- 
sports, hot rod or cus- funded on first $5.00 order). Don't delay—see what's new 
tom... weheve the for ‘62 in the automotive field in this complete, a i 


filled, fully illustrated book. SEND FOR YOU 
perts or eccessery §=TopAy! 


FREE CATALOG COUPON 


J. C. WHITNEY & CO. 

1917 (U-10) Archer Avenue, Chicage 16, ill. 
Please send me your giant automotive catalog. I en- 
close 25¢ to cover part of handling and mailing cost 
(refunded on first order of $5 or more). Offer good 
in U.S.A. only. 
































1961's “BIG GO and BIG SHOW— 


ye 7th annual NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP DRAG RACES 


INDIANAPOLIS RACEWAY PARK, INDIANA 


vy 3rd annual NATIONAL CHAMPION CUSTOM CAR SHOW 


MURAT SHRINE TEMPLE, INDIANAPOLIS 
LABOR DAY WEEKEND — SEPT. 1,2,3 & 4  R&RSSSNIF°USr kop assoc 

















‘THE UPCOMING BONNEVILLE looks to be the wildest 

thing that ever hit the salt. Naturally, when we say Bon- 
neville (with a decided attitude of reverence) we are refer- 
ring not to just the area of the pre-historic lake bed, but 
also to the annual Bonneville Speed Trials held in Utah; the 
mecca of the hot rodder, the wildest spot to set a group of 
wheels in motion that lies on this earth and the time to do it 
that puts it within reach of the average Joe. 

This year’s fest will be on and over as you read this — 
and we'll go out on limb to bet that hot rodding history will 
be made during the 1961 meet. 

We’ve been doing a little looking around to find out 
who'll be there and who won't, and in the process have come 
up with a few interesting tidbits. 

Of all the old regulars we've spoken with, all are plan- 
ning on making the regular trek to Wendover — all that is, 
but one. Notable by his absence will be Dean Moon and his 
violent yellow, eyeballed machines, Moon is putting all his 
competitive eggs into the National Drags basket this year 
in the form of his goin’ “Mooneyes” drag vehicle and thus 
will not be taking the Devin-bodied, Chevy-fired “Moon- 
beam” sportscar to the salt. A pity, too, for as the curtain 
dropped on last year’s salt picnic the Moonbeam was in line 
awaiting a run and all indications pointed to a really fast 
one to climax the week of tuning. Weather conditions and 
mechanical troubles had hit the Santa Fe Springs speed 
shop owner a low blow but as the week waned, troubles were 
corrected and the car was ready. Winds the last day pre- 
vented check-out runs and Moonbeam sat in the midst of 
a long lineup as the last act drew to a close. This car, shown 
in photos above, has a good potential of well over 200 mph. 
We'd love to see it on the flats this year. 

Old-rodders-never-die Dept.: Back in the pre-WWII days 
when Muroc Dry Lake was the place to go, a non-descript 
kid named Chuck Blue was turning an equally unexciting 
100+ in an average seen-one-seen-’em-all roadster, Came the 
big feud and the kid went to war, got out and did the usual 
bit of family, ete. Chuck got into the restaurant business, 
did rather well and took on all aspects of rather a staid 
member of the community and business world, even serving 
as president of the Restaurant Owners of America. Over 
twenty years after his last run at the lake which now serves 
as the USAF’s top test facility, something snapped and the 
old feeling came back. This year at Bonneville, Blue will be 
seen in a 61 Ford Hi-Performance Galaxy with all the fac- 
tory go-fast options, including a rarer-than-most 4-speed 
gearbox. Running in C Gas class, Chuck has equipped his 
iron with Halibrand magnesium wheels, and tires to enable 
speeds of over 150. His Ford has shown trophy-taking char- 
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acteristics at ‘the drags for the past few months, but this 
guy still goes strongest for the all-out high speed runs. 

Another cat that goes for rapid sedans is “Big Ray” 
Myers. Ray’s 55 Ford two-door is fitted with a ’58 352 cu. in. 
mill with all the Ford Hi Performance goodies and a .125” 
overbore. A number of other little items are calculated to 
make this a runner. The polished mag wheels and '58 T’bird 
bumper/grille may not up the speed but decidedly add to 
the nasty appearance. 

Bill Burke’s streamliner is to be fitted with a Tempest 
engine this year and no doubt will give a good account of 
itself. Bill is a real pioneer in the Bonneville faze of racing 
and has racked up some notable records in the past dozen 
years of speeding on salt, The engine will be readied by 
Mickey Thompson and the combination with Burke’s slip- 
pery shell add up to an easy 225 mph in my book. 

We'll be making the salty scene ourselves this year to 
fulfill a long-standing ambition. An engine has been in the 
works for some months now and will rest in our ’55 T’bird. 
The block is basically a ’55 Ford of 300 inches, A few ideas 
gnawing in the back of the brow are incorporated and home- 
made solutions to the problems are incorporated into the 
engine (Factory stuff should be so “home-made”... Ed.). 
The normally aspirated engine will be well polished, both 
inside and out, and should look nice; the performance to be 
proven on the salt. The car is fitted with Halibrand mag 
wheels and knock-offs but basic appearance is stock. 

The new streamliners are taking shape with but a few 
weeks building time left at this writing. These are always 
big projects and require drums of Midnight Oil to make the 
late August deadline, The Summers Brothers’ car with rear 
wheels in tandem and front wheel drive will be one to reckon 
with if the body can be completed in time. Bob and Bill have 
an enviable record of successes on the salt and although 
their latest offering is in the weird group, design-wise, it is 
a masterpiece of construction. Engine will be Summers’ 
blown Chrysler. 

Another Tempest-powered rig mitt kompressor is being 
assembled by Mark Dees and Mike Scott, Racer Brown is 
doing the mill work for this, also a FWD stormer. 

As we announced a few issues back, the Novi’s of Indy 
fame were up for sale and we had high hopes for their 
future. The purchasers are doing a thing long discussed by 
this writer and friends, the use of this powerplant to propel 
a record car. Details are skimpy as yet, but a streamlined 
hull for the small but healthy V-8’s is underway; the chassis 
to remain virtually the same as used on the bricks. The 
Granetelli’s excel in fast equipment; no exception the Novi. 

This looks like the big year. We can scarcely wait...! @ 
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WOW 10 SWAP & INSTALL CUSTOM GRILLES 


ex COMPLETE 
S22 @ HOW-10-D0-IT 
ur mo] -@ LIBRARY 


For the Beginner and for the experienced 
Craftsman — the SPOTLITE BOOK LIBRARY 
will include all hobbies, both indoor and 
outdoor — from Stamp, Coin and Rock Collecting 
to Customizing your Car — you'll find a 
SPOTLITE BOOK designed for you. 


START YOUR HOW-TO-DO-IT LIBRARY 
WITH THESE SPOTLITE BOOKS 


¢ No. 506 CUSTOM CAR GRILLES 
¢ No. 510 HOT ROD ENGINE SWAPS 
¢ No. 508 CUSTOM CAR MODELS 


only 25¢ each 
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The Fox ‘61 Concession-Rental 


Tu-Seater 


Rugged...Sturdy...Sleek 


Featuring Rubber 
Cushioned Bumpers 


ANOTHER FIRST FROM FOX... 


Once again Fox has engineered a profit-maker 
for the rental track operator . . . the new Fox 
insurance-approved TU-SEATER! Looks and 
drives like a race kart with famous Fox Con- 
cession Kart ruggedness PLUS a ‘buddy seat’ 
for the young passenger. Other outstanding 
features: Exclusive “Satelite” seat . . . “Hi-Fi” 
paint . . . indestructible rubber-mounted bumpers 
. . vibration isolated engine mounting. 


THE FOX KARTWAY TRACK PROGRAM... 


In concession-rental karting there’s no substitute for 
experience! Let the Fox Kartway Plan help you make 
money. You get immediate insurance coverage... 
advertising-promotional support . . . standard track 
designs... . complete cost figures .. . complete con- 
struction details! Proven by millions of rides on Fox 
Kartways across the nation! Write today for details! 


FREE LITERATURE 


FOX KARTS 
Department 797S Janesville, Wisconsin 


~~... Rush full details on the Fox “‘TU-SEATER” 
Rental Kart 


__.._. Rush full details on the Fox Kartway Track Program 


Rush full details on the Fox Race Kart and Family 
Kart lines 


we FOX KARTS 
Address 


Box 797S Janesville, Wis. 














